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Figure 3-1 0: t h e  soil texture trlangle 

Soil Texture 
Soil texture describes the size and shape of individual soil particles such as sand, silt, or 
clay. Soil texture class describes the relatiue amounts of sand, silt, or clay in that 
particular soil. Sandy loam, loamy clay, silty clay loam, etc. are examples of soil classes. 

Soil texture has a major influence on the amount of water stored in a soil. It also has a 
major inflhnce on soil infiltration rate (the rate at which water enters the soil profile) 
and the permeability of a soil (the rate at which water moves through the soil). 

Soil Structure 
Soil structure is the arrangement of soil particles. Soil particle refers to any unit that is 
part of the soil makeup including primary elements (sand, silt, or clay) or secondary 
aggregated particles. 
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