
What’s on the Landscape Horizon:
Putting AB 2717 in the Ground

Agencies

Public 
Landscape Industry 



Top 12 Recommendations

•Adopt water conserving 
rates
•Reduce the landscape 
water budget (.8 to .75)
•Enforce compliance
•Require dedicated 
meters
•Use recycled water
•Match local and state 
ordinances

•Increase public 
awareness
•Require smart 
controllers
•Enforce runoff 
ordinances
•Train & certify industry
•Upgrade ET data
•Adopt performance 
standards for equipment



Basics of AB 2717

1. Landscape designs that need less water



Basics of AB 2717

2. Equipment that is more efficient



Basics of AB 2717

3. People that “ know”  what to do and are 
motivated to do the right thing…



Agencies Responsibilities

1. Set Standards
• ET Allocation (water budget)
• Equipment performance
• Recycled water use
• Dedicated meters

2. Enforce those standards
• Rates, ordinances, building requirements

3. Provide “ Incentives”  to motivate 
• Rates
• Rebates
• Educate the ROI (Return on Investment)





People (Business, Builder, Homeowner)

1. Understand water resource limitations and the 
impact everyone has on the local environment

2. Support “ standards”  as a way to keep public 
costs down and use resources more efficiently

3. Ask for (demand) water efficient landscapes

What does the Public believe?
• “ I don’t waste water (1,000 homes)

• “ But Everyone else does…”
How much do you use? (75 gpd)



Landscape Industry

Q. Is the Future of landscapes, driven by AB 
2717 Recommendations, the end of 
landscaping as we know it?

A. No. In fact it means more need for 
qualified landscape professionals who 
can measure resource efficiency, design, 
install and maintain water efficient 
landscapes, and…most of all sell the 
landscapes of the future.





Opportunity for Every Stakeholder

Agency:
• Set important standards, drive water efficiency, drive 

environmental quality, make conservation an “ ethic”

Public:
• Take stock of how much water resources you need to 

make your site as efficient as you can, maintain property 
value…

Landscape Industry:
• Reinvent how you do business, increase business and 

save the one resource you need to continue the landscape 
business



This has been done before…

1991…
• Water budget rates w/ allocations for each and 

every metered site
• Recycled water, dedicated meters
• Water waste was penalized 
• Education, training, incentives were established
What Happened?
• Landscape water use declined 58%
• Landscape industry made more money
• Customers saved $50 million in 7 years in lower 

bills, polluted runoff was reduced
• Water Board re-elected every year…by landslide







What to Do Right Now

Agency:
• Incorporate the AB 2717 recommendations into your local 

ordinances 
• Request that local landscape associations develop a 

training schedule for their members (require training for 
doing business in your service area)

• Get new development to be the model for landscapes of 
the future (or it will cost you 250% more to retrofit with 
rebates)



What to Do Right Now

Landscape Industry:
• Organize training of employees
• Learn how much water my sites are using and how much 

they should use
• Get up-to-speed on new equipment
• Work with local water providers to educate the public, 

finalize local ordinances (Best Management Practices)
• Become expert on drip irrigation, smart controllers, 

retrofitting, plants and their Kc values
• And more…





AB 2717 (AB 1881)

• It’s here to stay…because we need to 
change how we use water

• People want their landscapes…largest 
leisure activity in the US, relates directly 
to environmental quality and property 
value

• And it has positive economic benefits for 
agencies, the landscape industry and 
their customers




